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The fragmented world order that has emerged in recent years is characterized by the use of 
disruption and by entire societies becoming targets in the struggle for influence. Influence 
operations and disinformation campaigns are ubiquitous and sophisticated. This makes it 
paramount that military education facilitates attainment of the professional knowledge, skills and 
dispositions required to safeguard democratic societies facing these challenges. Critical thinking is 
typically seen as a key skill for navigating complex and rapidly changing conditions, and it is one of 
the few core skills which the discourse on military education agrees are crucial for military 
professionals (Enstad & Hagen, 2025). This presentation introduces the findings of a recent 
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) project carried out in a cultural studies class and a 
communications class at the Norwegian Military Academy. Drawing on this study, the presentation 
discusses how critical thinking skills can be developed in twenty-first-century military leaders 
through humanities subjects and approaches and promotes humanities approaches as particularly 
relevant for navigating today’s complex security environments. It situates the findings in the 
literature on critical thinking in PME and suggests that critical spirit is a key requisite for officers in 
these contexts. This presentation is formatted as a poster presentation, which would be our first 
choice for ISMS 2025. However, if the organisers prefer a standard paper presentation, we would 
be happy to accommodate this. 
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