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The current situation in Europe's security environment increases the importance of international
cooperation between armed forces. In various areas (armament acquisition, training, surveillance,
etc.), for many countries it no longer seems reasonable to act alone. In terms of national defense,
the formerly non-aligned countries Finland and Sweden have recently joined the NATO alliance.
This step was supported by a large part of the population of the two countries. However, the
increasing internationalization of the armed forces is not equally embraced in all countries.
Switzerland, for instance, firmly holds on to its neutrality. This neutrality defines some clear limits
when it comes to the internationalization of the Swiss Armed Forces (SAF). Since the end of the
Cold War, there have been various debates about what forms of military cooperation are compatible
with a neutral position. Such discussions have clearly intensified since Russia's full-scale invasion
of Ukraine. What emerges clearly here is that the fundamental commitment to neutrality is not being
called into question. The Swiss population remains overwhelmingly convinced of this principle of
its security policy. Nevertheless, since the Russian aggression, there has been a growing
willingness to support certain forms of international cooperation by the SAF. This presentation
shows the recent development of public opinion in Switzerland concerning international military
cooperation, e.g., with NATO, European partners or the UN. To better understand the situation
today, data from the past 30 years is presented. The question arises as to where developments at
international level have led to shifts and where — on the other hand — opinions remain unchanged.
Most importantly, the aim is to identify groups within the population whose attitude towards
international military cooperation has shifted. How did the perception of this issue change according
to political orientation, age, gender, or trust in political institutions? The data is based on a survey
about security affairs and the SAF conducted annually in Switzerland.



