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The article analyses Ukraine's naval warfare strategy to achieve sea denial in
the Black Sea. The theoretical framework is the strategic naval concept of the
Jeune Ecole, which explains how to conduct naval warfare against an
opponent with military superiority. By using the process tracing method, the
article conducts an in-depth study of how Ukraine changed the balance of
military power in the Black Sea between Ukraine and Russia and
conceptualizes the idea that the development of modern military technologies
in the 21st century has reached a level of maturity that changes the ratio of
military capabilities of large and small countries in naval warfare and puts the
concept of Jeune Ecole in a new perspective. Even though Jeune Ecole also
advocated for an economic war against enemy sea lines of communication,
the theory was premature for its time, as technological progress did not
support the strategic and tactical goals of this naval strategy. One of the
reasons was the welfare of the crews of these small vessels, as sailors often
suffered from seasickness and were unable to fight. Today, this obstacle has
diminished — uncrewed systems are being used in contemporary warfare, and
sailors are no longer the weakest link in achieving the strategic and tactical
goals of naval warfare. Thus, the time has come to review the strategic thinking
of Jeune Ecole, as technological maturity presents weaker countries with
opportunities to challenge the preponderance of a stronger navy, as
demonstrated in Ukraine (Bruns, 2024). This article seeks to answer the
research question: How did Ukraine achieve sea denial in the Black Sea?
Based on data obtained using the process tracing method, the article analyses
how Ukraine implemented the transition from a total blockade to a sea denial
strategy in the Black Sea.



