
The Nature of Peace and the Morality  
of Armed Conflict



Florian Demont-Biaggi 
Editor

The Nature of Peace 
and the Morality  
of Armed Conflict



Editor
Florian Demont-Biaggi
MILAK at ETH Zurich 
Aarau, Switzerland

ISBN 978-3-319-57122-5 	 ISBN 978-3-319-57123-2  (eBook)
DOI 10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2

Library of Congress Control Number: 2017940196

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2017
Chapters 4, 6 and 10 are distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 
International License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). For further details see license 
information in the chapters.
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether 
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse 
of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and 
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by 
similar or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this 
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt 
from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this 
book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the 
authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to the material contained herein 
or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

Cover credit: Stefano Sala/Alamy Stock Photo

Printed on acid-free paper

This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by Springer Nature 
The registered company is Springer International Publishing AG 
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland



v

Acknowledgements

The present volume is the outcome of an ongoing research project 
on military ethics and leadership responsibility at the Department 
of Leadership and Communications Studies, MILAK at ETH Zurich. 
Without the generous financial and administrative help from MILAK 
at ETH Zurich, and the Swiss Federal Department of Defence, Civil 
Protection and Sport, this publication would not have been possible.

The editor also thanks Andrea Wüst who put together the typescript, 
prepared the index and attended to a plethora of details. Without her 
meticulous and reliable efforts, the last few phases of the project would 
not have been an easy task.



vii

Contents

1	 Introduction		  1
Florian Demont-Biaggi

Part I  Kantian Perspectives

2	 Recognition Theory and Kantian Cosmopolitanism		  19
Paul Giladi

3	 Pax Kantiana and Res Militaris: Kant’s Views on Peace, 
War and Military Affairs Revisited		  39
Franz Kernic

Part II  Just War Debates

4	 Standards of Risk in War and Civil Life		  65
Saba Bazargan-Forward

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_2
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_3
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_4


viii        Contents

5	 Military Necessity Through Peace?		  83
Florian Demont-Biaggi

6	 Just War Thought and the Notion of Peace		  105
James G. Murphy

7	 Terrorism, jus post bellum and the Prospect of Peace		  123
Anne Schwenkenbecher

Part III  Religious Perspectives on Peace

8	 Peace, Justice and Religious Humanism: A Jewish 
Perspective		  143
Noam Zohar

9	 Once the Buddha Was a Warrior: Buddhist Pragmatism  
in the Ethics of Peace and Armed Conflict		  159
Stephen Jenkins

Part IV  Technology, War and Peace

10	 Civic Virtue and Cybersecurity		  181
Don Howard

11	 Weapons for Pacifism: Reconciling Ideas in Conflict		  203
Adam Henschke

12	 Virtues for Peace: What Soldiers Can Do and Where 
Military Robotics Fails		  223
Bernhard Koch

13	 Is Cyberpeace Possible?		  243
Markus Christen and Endre Bangerter

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_5
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_7
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_8
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_10
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_11
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_12
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_12
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_13


Contents        ix

Part V  Peace in the Real World

14	 Psychological Contributions to Philosophy: The Cases of 
Just War Theory and Nonviolence		  267
Levi Adelman, Bernhard Leidner and Seyed Nima Orazani

15	 Medical Care During War: A Remainder and Prospect of 
Peace		  293
Daniel Messelken

Bibliography		  323

Index		  325

http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_14
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_14
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_15
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57123-2_15


xi

Editor and Contributors

About the Editor
Florian Demont-Biaggi  has studied in Basle, Birmingham, London and 
Zurich. In 2013, he received his Ph.D. from the University of Zurich and is 
currently working on leadership ethics at the Military Academy at the ETH 
Zurich.

Contributors
Levi Adelman  is currently a Ph.D. student in Social Psychology at 
the Psychological and Brain Sciences Department of the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst. His research focuses broadly on diversity and 
he has studied how people respond to diversity of ideas, as well as ethnic 
and moral diversity. He is also interested in policy and how psychologi-
cal concepts can improve policy decisions.
Endre Bangerter  is a full professor of computer science at Bern 
University of Applied Sciences, where he leads the Security Engineering 
Lab at the Research Institute for Security in the Information Society. 
He is also a lecturer at the School of Criminal Science at the University 



xii        Editor and Contributors

of Lausanne. Bangerter earned a Ph.D. from Ruhr University Bochum 
(Germany). His current research activities are in the field of malware 
forensics and IT security.
Saba Bazargan-Forward  works primarily in normative ethics, with a 
focus on the morality of defensive violence, the morality of war, and 
complicity. He also works on a variety of other issues in normative eth-
ics, including: the moral analysis of coercion, the bases of rectificatory 
liability, and the morality of mediating agency. He is currently author-
ing a book on complicity and the morality of war.
Markus Christen  is a senior research fellow at the Centre for Ethics 
and coordinator of the research network “Ethics of monitoring and 
surveillance”. He received his Ph.D. in neuroinformatics at the ETH 
Zurich and his habilitation in bioethics at the University of Zurich. His 
research interests are in empirical ethics, neuroethics, ICT ethics and 
data analysis methodologies.
Paul Giladi  received his Ph.D. in June 2013 and is currently an hon-
orary research fellow at the University of Sheffield. He has published 
several articles and edited collections on German idealism, pragmatism, 
and contemporary analytic philosophy. Giladi is the co-investigator of 
the Templeton-funded project “Idealism and the Philosophy of Mind” 
and, among others, the co-editor of the 2017 special issue of Inquiry on 
Idealism and the Metaphilosophy of Mind. 
Adam Henschke  is a lecturer at the National Security College, 
Australian National University. His research covers the intersection 
between ethics, technology and national security. Dr. Henschke has 
published on ethical theory, cyber-security, military ethics, surveillance, 
privacy, bioethics and food ethics. He is currently working on how eth-
ics and values inform decision making.
Don Howard  Ph.D. in philosophy, is the former director and a fellow 
of the University of Notre Dame’s Reilly Center for Science, Technology, 
and Values and a professor in the Department of Philosophy. Howard 
has been writing and teaching about the ethics of science and technology 
for many years. Among his current research interests are ethical and legal 



Editor and Contributors        xiii

issues in cyberconflict and cybersecurity as well as the ethics of autono-
mous systems.
Stephen Jenkins  professor of religion at Humboldt State University, 
received his doctorate from Harvard in 1999. His research is focused on 
Buddhist concepts of compassion, their philosophical grounding, and 
ethical implications.
Franz Kernic  is head of leadership and communication studies at the 
Swiss Military Academy at ETH Zurich. He is professor of sociology 
at the Swedish Defence University (currently on leave). Dr. Kernic has 
been a visiting professor and scholar at various universities in Europe, 
North and South America.
Bernhard Koch  is deputy director of the Institute of Theology 
and Peace, Hamburg and visiting lecturer of philosophy at Goethe-
University Frankfurt/Main and at Helmut-Schmidt-University of 
Armed Forces, Hamburg.
Bernhard Leidner  is currently an assistant professor in the Psychology 
of Peace and Violence Program of the Department of Psychology at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst. As a social and political psycholo-
gist, Dr. Leidner’s research focuses on intergroup violence, international 
conflict (reduction), and justice, primarily in the context of large social 
categories such as nations and ethnic groups.
Daniel Messelken  is a research associate at the Ethics Centre of Zurich 
University and leader of the ZH Center for Military Medical Ethics. He 
studied philosophy and political science in Leipzig and Paris (1998-2004) 
and received his doctor’s degree in philosophy from the University of 
Leipzig in 2010. Besides the above-mentioned Military Medical Ethics, 
his main research fields include just war theory, the morality of violence, 
military ethics, political philosophy, and applied ethics in general.
James G. Murphy SJ  taught philosophy at Milltown Institute, Dublin, 
Ireland for many years, while also working on public policy issues for 
the Irish Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice. Since 2009, he has been 
associate professor of philosophy at Loyola University Chicago, USA.



xiv        Editor and Contributors

Seyed Nima Orazani  is currently a Ph.D. student in the Psychology 
of Peace and Violence Program of the Psychological and Brain Sciences 
Department of University of Massachusetts Amherst. He mainly focuses 
on third-parties’ perception of social movements’ strategies, that is, non-
violent and violent movements. He is also interested in how reminding 
people of their rights or duties can prompt them to engage in prosocial 
behavior including supporting a social movement.
Anne Schwenkenbecher  is a lecturer in philosophy in the School of 
Arts, Murdoch University. Before that, she held appointments at the 
University of Melbourne, the Australian National University, University 
of Vienna, and Potsdam University. She received her Ph.D. in philosophy 
from Humboldt University of Berlin. Her research focuses predominantly 
on collective action problems in moral philosophy, as well as on climate 
ethics and political violence.
Noam Zohar  is professor of philosophy in Bar Ilan University, and has 
received visiting fellowships at Harvard University and at the Institute 
for Advanced Study in Princeton. His research and teaching are in the 
fields of moral and political philosophy, with an emphasis on applied 
ethics – particularly bioethics and the ethics of warfare; as well as the 
fields of Rabbinics and philosophy of Halakhah. His publications 
include numerous essays and several books in the above fields, and he is 
co-editor of the series “The Jewish Political Tradition”.



xv

List of Figures

Fig. 13.1	 Fraction of “cyberwar publications” compared  
to all publications containing the terminology  
of “cyber” in their title or abstract. The search was  
performed on April 21 2016 in the database  
Web of Science (See https://apps.webofknowledge.com)  
(scientific literature) and Factiva  
(See https://global.factiva.com) (various types of  
publications in general media including business sources).  
The Boolean search expression for “cyberwar papers”  
was “cyberwar OR (cyber* AND warfare) OR  
(cyber* AND conflict),” the expression for publications  
on cyber topics was “cyber*”. The time span was  
1991 to 2015; we display the relative fraction  
of cyberwar publications in each database per year		  251

Fig. 14.1	 Participants’ perceptions of the justness of the attack  
as a function of whether the attack complied with or  
violated distinction, necessity, and proportionality		  273

Fig. 14.2	 Hypothesized model of the effect of nonviolent (vs. violent)  
movement strategy on support for the movement through  
perceived moral patiency, perceived morality, and perceived  
distinction between victim and perpetrator		  282

https://apps.webofknowledge.com
https://global.factiva.com


xvi        List of Figures

Fig. 14.3	 Willingness to support and join a nonviolent vs. violent  
social movement		  283

Fig. 14.4	 Participants perceived nonviolent movement as more  
of a moral patient. Nonviolent movements have also  
been perceived as more moral and this in turn,  
made it easier for participants to distinguish  
between victim and perpetrator		  284

Fig. 14.5	 Participants perceived nonviolent movement  
as efficacious and powerful as violent movement		  284



xvii

List of Tables

Table 14.1	 Effect of endorsing individual morality on likelihood  
to select just war information		  275

Table 14.2	 Effects of people’s endorsement of individual morality  
on likelihood to select just war information based  
on their own country’s involvement in the conflict		  277


	Acknowledgements
	Contents
	Editor and Contributors
	List of Figures
	List of Tables

