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Well-respected analysts and policymakers in 2025 for the first time began debating the prospects 
of a European nuclear deterrence capability distinct from that of the United States. This is a 
problematic proposition in terms of the reluctance of most European governments to bear the costs 
such an endeavour, but also due to a number of severe challenges facing governments that are 
prepared to entertain the idea of ramping up research and industrial production associated with 
nuclear weapons. Additional complications would presumably ensue from deliberations among 
stakeholders regarding basing, deployment and command and control functions. To those who are 
increasingly skeptical regarding the credibility of the existing US nuclear umbrella, it is no longer 
possible to remain passive. At present, French, British, Polish and German policymakers appear 
to be the most proactive in advancing the debate forward. 

 


