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In an increasingly fragmented and technologically contested world order, land forces are being
reimagined as central instruments of deterrence, strategic signaling, and operational adaptability.
As the character of warfare evolves - marked by the integration of domains and persistent
disruption - force design has re-emerged as a vital dimension of military transformation. This
proposal assesses the transformation of land force’s design, understood as the triad of
preparation, equipment, and sustainment, and argues that it plays a foundational role as an
instrument of operational risk mitigation. Rather than approaching force design as a merely
structural or management concern, this study conceptualizes it as a strategic function. Aligning
readiness cycles, technological integration, and sustainment capacities with future operational
demands is essential to building forces that are not only interoperable, but also resilient and
adaptable. In this light, the paper explores how new combat functions may arise for land forces
—including roles traditionally associated with other services or domains. From sensor-to-shooter
integration to distributed logistical nodes and countering tactical A2/AD bubbles, especially
observable in Indo-Pacific developments, land forces are expanding their relevance across
domains. Drawing on recent doctrinal developments, capability planning efforts, and operational
trends, the paper analyzes how this reconfiguration of land forces is unfolding and what it implies
for democratic states operating under strategic pressure. While the insights are globally relevant,
special attention is given to how European countries can benefit from this evolving understanding
of force design. By institutionalizing force design as a risk mitigation mechanism, these states can
better prepare for the uncertainties of a fragmented world. Ultimately, this paper contributes to
the broader debate on the future of war by situating land force design as a critical enabler of
military adaptation in volatile strategic environments.


