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Carl von Clausewitzʼs and Jean Lartéguyʼs writings merit the attention of anyone with an 
interest in the military sciences, especially the dynamics of civil-military relations in times of 
profound military change.  This presentation revisits the experiences of Clausewitz and the 
French paratroopers whose endeavors in Asia and Africa were chronicled in Lartéguyʼs 
books.  It places particular focus on how the experience of defeat and captivity interacted 
with larger forces that were reflected the emergence of new security environments and 
profound change in the world order in the early 19th century and the early Cold War to shape
their thinking.  The conclusions they reached, and the response to their ideas, are a major 
reason these works are of enduring interest to students of war, especially those seeking to 
drive institutional innovation and adaptation in order address the security challenges of a 
fragmenting world order.  Both Clausewitz and Lartéguy wrote in an effort to assist their 
readers as they wrestled with changes in war and  society, and help them understand the 
dynamics of civil-military relations, as well as how militaries and the societies they serve 
should and must adapt to threats, develop effective strategies that incorporate all elements 
of national power, and make adaptions doctrinally and organizationally to meet new strategic
challenges.


