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The Romanian-Hungarian conflict of 1919 broke out following the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire at the end of World War I. The political fragmentation created by the empire's dissolution 
led to competing territorial claims and ideological confrontations in Eastern Europe. On December 
1, 1918, the National Assembly of Romanians in Transylvania proclaimed the union of Transylvania 
with Romania. This move was later contested by the Hungarian Soviet Republic under Béla Kun, 
which sought to reclaim lost territories and spread its revolutionary ideology. The ensuing conflict 
saw Romanian forces advance into Hungary, culminating in the occupation of Budapest in August 
1919 and the subsequent fall of the Hungarian Soviet Republic. This paper examines how 
international disorder set the stage for war, analysing factors such as the regional context, 
nationalist tensions, and competing political ideologies. Based on archival research and historical 
analyses, the paper further explores how the war reshaped the regional order, particularly in 
thwarting the creation of a land corridor between revolutionary Hungary and Soviet Russia, thus 
altering the geopolitical dynamics of Eastern Europe. Ultimately, this historical case study offers 
valuable insights into how regional fragmentation influences war initiation and outcomes, providing 
relevant parallels for small states in a fragmenting world order. 

 


