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The aim of this article is to explain the effectiveness of cultural diplomacy in the Republic of Korea 
and its impact on security policy. The scale of the phenomenon, in order to illustrate its 
effectiveness, should be supported by an introduction to the real situation in the Korean states 
after WWII and later after the Korean War (1950-1953). After the Korean War, the division of the 
Korean peninsula into two independent states with opposing political systems was established - 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) supported by the communists in the north with 
the juche system and the democratic Republic of Korea supported by the Americans in the south. 
The Korean states were extremely destroyed as a result of warfare, it was necessary to rebuild 
from the ashes, and confront new conditions and resources (or rather their lack). 
Taking the above into account, the economic success and, as a consequence, the cultural 
diplomacy of the Republic of Korea and its scope, form an interesting topic for analysis from the 
point of security policy. The global scope of the Korean phenomenon gained its own name 
"Hallyu"/ "Korean wave". Hallyu, which initially included popular music, film industry, and the 
cosmetics industry, has expanded its reach to include more and more specializations, also 
entering the strategic area of security policy. The author of the paper aims to explain the 
phenomenon of the effectiveness of cultural diplomacy designed in Seoul and to analyze its 
influence, the scope of which is evidenced by the new term defining Korean cultural diplomacy - 
Koreanization. 

 


