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The 2022 Russia’s attack on Ukraine transformed into a long war, which outcome is still not clear, 
and the end is not in sight. One of the countless effects of the war became the structuration and 
operationalization of a Russia-led quasi-coalition. I conditionally labelled that grouping “BRINK” – 
Belarus, Russia, Iran, and North Korea (this moniker is used henceforth). This particular selection 
stands on the premise of the direct involvement of the mentioned states in the war in Ukraine in 
their capacity of a main perpetrator and its three accomplices. The war in Ukraine became a 
catalyzing factor of the mentioned entity; however, it is possible to trace its origins rooted in the 
context of the evolving global dynamics long before 2022. The underlying factors that tailor the 
grouping together are the similar nature of ruling regimes, coextensive strategic interests, goals, 
and objectives, revisionist aspirations to alter the existing world order, a shared perception of 
competitors-adversaries, and other common denominators and indicators. Such similarities 
naturally condition the strategic alignment, cooperation, and coordination between the actors in 
the BRINK grouping, making it a spatially distributed, loosely structured yet strategically 
connected anti-Western pact of convenience, centered at Russia as its center of gravity and 
driving force. Therefore, this presentation conceptualizes the notion of BRINK and explores 
underlying factors, common denominators, drivers, and enablers pertinent to this entity. 
Furthermore, it focuses on the role of three “lower-grade” actors of the Russia-centered grouping, 
as well as BRINK’s projection of destabilizing effects to the regions of the world, other patterns of 
its strategic performance. Besides, it compares dissimilar traits of alliance-building within BRINK 
and Western democracies. In addition, the presentation evaluates the role of China and its 
advantages in leading the grouping from behind. Finally, it considers West’s options in countering 
the BRINK phenomenon. 

 


