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Fake news is strategically used to shape today’s increasingly fragmented world by deepening 
polarisation and fuelling geopolitical tensions. Disinformation reframes narratives to justify 
aggression, undermine democratic institutions, and divide societies. The war in Ukraine, in 
particular, has become a deeply polarizing global event, with Russian disinformation campaigns 
actively shaping perceptions to weaken support for Ukraine. This paper examines how fake news 
narratives mobilise values to manipulate public opinion and legitimise Russian actions. Using a 
mixed-methods approach, we analysed 25 fake news articles published on pro-Kremlin platforms 
between 2024 and 2025. A deductive coding framework was developed based on established value 
typologies (Rokeach, Schwartz, Inglehart, Huntington). Five key value categories were identified: 
ideological and political, security and threat-based, moral and ethical, cultural and religious, and 
economic and material. The analysis shows how fake news reframed these values to show Ukraine 
as unstable, corrupt and externally manipulated. Themes of chaos, fear, and foreign exploitation 
were emphasised to justify Russian aggression, fragment international consensus and undermine 
democratic resilience. This study highlights the instrumental role of value-based disinformation to 
deepen conflict and destabilise global political cohesion. 

 


