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For the duration of the Cold War, as well the dynamic security environment since 1991, the United States
has relied on alliances as a critical part of its foreign policy, strategic planning, and grand strategy. Through
the Cold War U.S. presidents have emphasized and built the South East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO)
and the Australian, New Zealand, and United States Alliance (ANZUS) with varying degrees of success. The
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has remained, however, a steadfast plank within the military,
foreign policy, and diplomatic history of the United States. With Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the role of
NATO has once again become a central point of discussion in military, foreign policy, and diplomatic circles.
Therefore, this discussion will focus on the evolution of NATO from its inception as a collective security
alliance at the start of the Cold War to its current status based upon Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
Of specific focus will be how successive U.S. Presidents from Harry S. Truman to Joseph Biden have viewed
NATO as a central and critical element of US military and foreign policy planning. This discussion of military
history and strategy will focus on three distinct periods of NATO’s evolution (The Cold War, the post- Soviet
Environment, and the Global War on Terrorism and Beyond) as a means to better understand how alliances
and partnerships have become an essential component of American statecraft and military policy within
the context of the American Ways of War. Beyond the historical focus, this discussion will also incorporate
the way this topic is addressed in the curriculum at the U.S. Army’s Command and General Staff College as
a way to provide future defence planners and practitioners with a richer understanding of the past as a
means to better prepare them for the threats and opportunities of the current and future operational and
strategic environments.



