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This paper examines how Russia’s approach to military drones (UAVs) has evolved from its
intervention in Syria to the ongoing war in Ukraine. Based on a detailed review of over 60 articles
from the Russian military journal Voennaya Mysl’ (Military Thought), it analyzes how practical
battlefield experience has shaped the Russian military’s thinking on UAV doctrine and tactics. In
Syria, drones like the Orlan-10 and Forpost were mainly used for reconnaissance. They helped
identify targets quickly for artillery and airstrikes, improving accuracy and reducing the time
between spotting and striking. These early uses led Russian military writers to think more
seriously about integrating drones into ground operations, especially alongside artillery and
infantry. They also began exploring how drones could support electronic warfare and influence
operations. With the war in Ukraine, drone use has become more central. Russian forces now rely
on UAVs not just for support, but as key battlefield tools. Drones are used to spot artillery targets,
disrupt enemy logistics, and create constant psychological pressure on Ukrainian troops. At the
same time, this shift has revealed some critical vulnerabilities. Russia still depends heavily on
foreign-made electronics, and Ukrainian forces have been effective at countering drones through
electronic warfare. Russian authors openly discuss these issues, and this has led to rapid
adjustments in both tactics and design. Currently, Russian strategists are focusing on swarm
tactics, increased drone autonomy, and modular designs that allow for quick adaptation in
combat. But there are still major obstacles, including limits in production capacity and challenges
in integrating UAVs with conventional units. By analyzing Russian-language military discussions
directly, this study reveals not only practical lessons but also the internal debates and strategic
thinking behind Russia’s evolving use of drones.



