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In the second half of the 1930s, Europe was slowly approaching a new global conflict. The German 
military resurgence in the mid-1930s forced Latvia to change its defence plans. However, Soviet 
and German foreign policy and cooperation disarmed the Baltic States for the first time. Since 
October 1939, Soviet military bases have been stationed in the Baltic States. These events 
significantly changed and significantly accelerated the renewal of defence plans. In case of Latvia, 
the training of new units and the disbanding of some ineffective units were only the most visible 
examples of reorganisation. The war in Europe also led to a review of the country's overall defence 
plans and of its then still poorly developed civil defence plans. Since Latvia was occupied by the 
Red Army on 17 June 1940 without an extensive armed struggle, no systematic information on 
the Latvian defence organisation has survived. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to describe the 
Latvian mobilisation and defence system at the beginning of 1940, as well as the planned activities 
of the Latvian army during the mobilisation period. Already in September 1939, the Latvian air 
defence system was reorganised, and in February and March 1940, the coastal defence and the 
moto-mechanised units. At the same time, mobilisation and defence plans were being revised to 
reflect the current situation. As the situation in Europe escalated, at the end of April 1940 the air 
defence units took up their positions to carry out combat duties. However, all these measures did 
not give a full opportunity to protect the Latvian state, as the Baltic States, unable to cooperate 
effectively, were effectively disarmed second time by the USSR in June 1940, effectively using 
geopolitical methods and disarming defence plans. The study is based on previously unpublished 
Latvian archival documents. 

 


