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The research is related to the Just War theory and its continuous relevance for Europe, assuming 
that other European states (apart of Russia, which in practice has demonstrated a complete 
disregard for the Just War theory as something to be followed) by and large consider the Just War 
theory as something to be observed. For Just War theory provides an ethical guidance not only for 
soldiers, but also for entire states and societies. The topic of my research is topical due to the 
ongoing war in Europe, initiated by Russia against Ukraine, but, potentially, also for the future 
considerations for European countries, if a situation comes to it (given Russia’s geographical 
proximity to Europe and a track record of aggressive behaviour which includes use of military force). 
That is why it is directly related to our own presence and future, and, thus, needs to be studied. 
The Russia’s current aggression against Ukraine is what is happening before our eyes and it is 
military ethicists’ duty to follow it from the analytical, reflective perspective, including, from the 
perspective of the Just War theory. This research constitutes a contribution to this effort. 
This particular research focuses on the supreme emergency concept, which was first formulated 
by the renown military ethicist Michael Walzer, and since then it has been refined, hotly debated, 
and criticized. My research will discuss the supreme emergency concept itself; Russia’s 
performance history, including the ongoing war, regarding criteria relevant for supreme emergency 
to be allowed; and what we can conclude from this. 

 


