Dr, Rasa Smaliukiene, General Jonas Zemaitis Military Academy of Lithuania, Crisis Response and
Disaster Management Curriculum in Military Education.

In recent years, armed forces have become increasingly involved in domestic disaster response,
supporting civil authorities during emergencies. This marks a shift from earlier practice, where
military training in disaster relief primarily focused on humanitarian assistance and disaster
response operations conducted abroad. This shift calls for a re-evaluation of the crisis response
and disaster management curriculum within military higher education. However, adapting the
curriculum is not straightforward. The existing body of knowledge on domestic disaster
management is largely tailored to first responders, whereas the military typically serves as a
secondary or supporting actor, engaged when the scale of a crisis exceeds civilian capacity.
Drawing on several years of experience teaching crisis response and disaster management, | have
identified effective curriculum design practices. These include the use of complementary
instructional models that enable a smooth progression from strategic foresight to real-time
command decision-making, and ultimately to considerations of socio-political legitimacy—thus
capturing the full complexity of disaster response. The cascading approach from strategic
conceptual model through real time decision making is used not only as course curriculum
framework, but also for each lesson. Especially using case studies. This cascading approach,
moving from conceptual strategic models through operational decision-making to contextual
understanding, serves not only as the overarching structure of the course but also guides the
design of individual lessons especially in master level course. It is especially effective when applied
through case-based learning, allowing students to engage with realistic scenarios and test their

understanding across all levels of response.



