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Voluntary national defence plays an important role in Finland’s defence, reflecting the emphasis 
based on individuals as key actors in ensuring security in the Security Strategy for Society. Within 
this framework, NGO’s are central players with a significant role in preparing for disruptions and 
crises, maintaining specialized expertise, and coordinating volunteers in support of national 
defence and security. In addition, spontaneous volunteers form a notable and motivated resource 
during wartime, as we have learned from Ukraine. Currently, Finns are highly interested in voluntary 
national defence. There is a desire to learn new things and strengthen existing skills. The 
participation in various national defence-related training programs has increased significantly. Due 
to the increased number of participants, waiting lists have emerged for the courses, and the number 
of courses has been increased where possible. A recent report by Ministry of Defence proposes 
that the effectiveness of voluntary national defence should be strengthened in the coming years. In 
addition, The Defence Forces and the National Defence Training Association of Finland have 
investigated and implemented NATO related actions to best serve Finland’s total defence. After all, 
each NATO member state holds national responsibility for robust civil preparedness, as stated in 
Article 3.In “Comprehensive national defence as part of national resilience” research project we 
look into the voluntary national defence in Finland. Earlier this year we explored perceptions of the 
role of NGO’s and the use of volunteers as a wartime recourse, based on a limited group of officers 
and representatives from various security authorities. While volunteers are considered a valuable 
asset during wartime, our study indicates a lack of understanding and clarity regarding volunteers’ 
roles.  They are, however, seen as a potentially useful in tasks such as host nation support, logistics 
and communication. 

 


