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The recurring appointment of Brazilian generals to the military command of the United Nations
Organisation Stabilisation Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUSCO) highlights
a unique case of strategic leadership without direct troop deployment on the ground. Since 2013,
Brazil has played a central role in the command structure of one of the most complex ongoing
peace operations, despite not contributing to its military contingent. This article seeks to address
the following question: How does Brazilian military leadership in UN peace operations,
particularly in MONUSCO, contribute to building Brazil’s strategic influence in Africa, and what
does this role reveal about the dynamics of South–South security cooperation? The analysis is
based on the hypothesis that Brazilian military command in UN missions functions as a tool of
strategic projection and defence diplomacy, reinforcing Brazil’s image as a capable, reliable, and
internationally engaged military actor. This prominent role is underpinned by a distinctive
operational doctrine, prior experience in other missions, and a sustained commitment to
multilateral peace and security agendas. The article offers a critical reading of Brazil’s engagement
in MONUSCO through the lenses of peace operations literature, multinational military leadership,
and South–South cooperation. It argues that Brazilian influence resides not only in the symbolic
dimension of command but also in its ability to shape operational practices, prioritize training and
capacity-building, and promote a model of military engagement that combines professionalism,
restraint in the use of force, and international legitimacy. In doing so, the study contributes to a
deeper understanding of new configurations of military leadership in the field of transnational
security.


