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The Military and Battlefield Evidence: an (un)easy combination?

In any war fighting scenario, either for own (or coalition) territorial defence or in the context of
international peace and security, the armed forces might encounter possible evidence of
international crimes, such as serious violations of the laws of warfare, crimes against humanity or
genocide. What is, or should be, the role of armed forces in dealing with evidence of such
international crimes committed by third parties? At this moment, no doctrine exists on how and
when to collect, analyse or share with this so-termed ‘battlefield evidence’. Based on concrete
scenarios we will in this presentation, together with the audience, explore if and how armed forces
can and/or should engage with information that may be used to prosecute perpetrators of
international crimes.



