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This study examines the 2024 Amsterdam riots following the Maccabi Tel Aviv–Ajax soccer 
match as a case of “dual diaspora conflict” in an increasingly interconnected yet de-
globalising world. Drawing on police reports, street journalism, and administraPve data, 
the research reinterprets these events through the lens of Rinus Michels’ metaphor 
“soccer is war.” The analysis reveals how local fan violence mirrored broader geopoliPcal 
tensions between pro-Israeli and pro-PalesPnian communiPes, transforming urban space 
into a microcosm of global conflict. The findings reject the de-globalisaPon hypothesis: 
instead of diminishing, transnaPonal idenPPes and imported conflicts intensify within 
cosmopolitan ciPes. The study argues that sports have become poliPcised instruments of 
idenPty and power, blurring disPncPons between domesPc unrest and internaPonal 
conflict. PracPcal implicaPons include the need for police strategies informed by military 
operaPonal thinking and third-party interposiPon doctrines. 

 


