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The project aims to evaluate the role research in military academies in light of growing concerns 
about the sovereignty of the Canadian defense and security enterprise. Specifically, in light of the 
increasingly complicated geopolitical space and in particular the threats to Canada’s sovereignty, 
this study will consider how defense and security research conducted at the Royal Military College 
of Canada (RMC) may have taken on a heightened importance and a sense of urgency and 
relevance. We plan to consider the history and evolution of research at RMC, the contributions to 
both discovery-based research and directed research for military applications, and to ask how such 
capacities in a national institution under Canadian authority align with increasing concerns about 
the sovereignty of our defense and security enterprise.  There is a growing urgency to innovate in 
defense and security, whether in the areas of emerging technologies, tactical developments for the 
theatre of war, or policy and strategy. Ensuring that this research and innovation is conducted in a 
secure facility to meet the specific needs of the Canadian Armed Forces and the Department of 
National Defense has also become a matter of national sovereignty. The unique focus of the 
research developed in a military institution is adapted to trans- and multidisciplinary design of the 
research projects for a relevant and agile impact in a rapidly evolving environment. We plan to 
conduct an analysis of the present state of affairs and to engage with researchers and military 
leaders to evaluate the above questions and consider recommendations for the future. 

 


