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The importance of just war theory, or justice in war more broadly, is not perceived in the same way 
within the military and military education. One of the two extreme views is that war is a phenomenon 
with its own laws, unrelated to justice and moral and ethical values in general, and therefore of no 
relevance to just war theory. The other extreme view is that war is a human activity in which justice 
and other moral and ethical values therefore have a role. According to the rapporteur, truth lies 
somewhere between the two extremes, in a complex approach. Indeed, one can distinguish 
between several roles of justice, which have more or less relevance to war. Thus, we can speak of 
the theoretical-philosophical role, which is relevant to the conscience of individual soldiers; the 
theoretical-legal role, which has significance to the justification of international legal norms; the role 
connecting to military history, which is relevant to the study of past wars; the political-ideological 
role, which is important for the relation of military and civilian spheres within the state and for the 
soft power that binds states together; and the political-propaganda role, which is important for 
influencing the citizens of a hostile or merely counter-interested state. By examining these roles, 
this presentation adopts the position that justice and war are not inseparable concepts, but their 
relationship is multifaceted and can be judged in different ways. 

 


