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Canada has two military academies: the Royal Military College of Canada (RMC), located in the
province of Ontario and the Royal Military College Saint-Jean (RMC Saint-Jean), located in the
province of Quebec. In accordance with Canada’s constitutional order, these two federal
institutions are authorized to offer university studies and to deliver degrees to officer/naval cadets
under the laws of the province where they are located. Thus, RMC Saint-Jean holds a university
charter granted by the Assemblée nationale of Quebec. Recently, the Government of Quebec
passed a law requiring all universities under its jurisdiction to adopt a policy of academic freedom?.
RMC Saint-Jean has recently adopted such a policy accordingly. This law was adopted to regulate
the right to free and open debate within the university after a series of scandals resulting from
political pressure, and cases of censorship exercised by militant groups of different political
inclinations?. This debate is not unique to Canada, as most universities in the West are now facing
similar issues®. The Academic Freedom Index shows that academic freedom is on the decline in
many parts of the world*. To deal with this issue, the European Parliament launched last
November the initiative “Forum for Academic Freedom”, to protect the right to free speech and
free thinking in universities®.

In this paper | would like to reflect on the implications of such a policy for a military academy. The
situation here is unique, as two distinct cultures are in tension, on the one hand that of freedom
of expression, which belongs to the civilian university tradition, and on the other that of obedience,
specific to the military culture. To what extent does the military status of officer/naval cadets limit
their right to academic freedom? Within the military academy, where does this freedom begin and
end for officer/naval cadets, who remain subject to the respect of military authority? How is
academic freedom compatible with the development of critical thinking for future officers? What
types of threats exist to academic freedom in military academies?
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In this paper, | propose to provide a quick overview to understand the specific context of RMC
Saint-Jean. Then, for the main part of my paper, | wish to reflect on more general terms, on this
policy and what it implies, so that this reflection can be useful to other military academies.
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